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Shi‘i Heritage Series

Shi‘i Muslims, with their rich intellectual and cultural heritage, have
contributed significantly to the fecundity and diversity of Islamic traditions
throughout the centuries, enabling Islam to evolve and flourish both as

a major religion and also as a civilisation. It is only in recent decades that
academic interest has moved increasingly towards Shi‘i Islam and the field
has seen the emergence of several key studies and centres that have been
shaping the understanding of Shi‘i Islam in all its diversity and richness.

The principal objective of the Shi‘i Heritage Series is to enhance general
knowledge of Shi‘i Islam and promote a better understanding of its history,
doctrines and practices in their historical and contemporary manifestations.
Inclusive of all Shi‘i communities, the series also aims to engage in
discussions on theoretical and methodological issues, while inspiring further
research in the field.

Works published in this series include monographs, collective volumes,
editions and translations of primary texts, and bibliographical projects,
bringing together significant themes in the study of Shi‘i Islam through an
interdisciplinary approach, and making them available to a wide readership.
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Online: 978-0-7556-5390-4
ePDF: 978-0-7556-5389-8
Ebook: 978-0-7556-5388-1
Hb: 978-0-7556-5386-7

Pb: 978-0-7556-5387-4

2024, 536pp

The Book of Unveiling

Early Fatimid Ismaili
Doctrine in the Kitab al-Kashf,
attributed to Ja‘'far b. Mansar

al-Yaman

Translated and with
commentaries by Fares Gillon,
original author Ja'far b. Mansar
al-Yaman (attrib.)

The Kitab al-Kashf is one of the earliest
Ismaili texts to have reached the
present day. Transmitted by the TayyibT
Ismaili tradition, it is composed of six
treatises, most of which, as this first
English translation argues, go back to
the early years of the Fatimid rule. The
importance of this work is the unique
insight it offers on the early stages of
the elaboration of Ismaili doctrine.

The Kashf is an essential witness to the
way early Ismailism, while drawing from
a pool of themes common to several
Shi‘i trends, nevertheless formed its
own distinctive identity.



The Proof of God

Shi‘i Mysticism in the Work of
al-Kulayni (9th-10th centuries)

Mohammad Ali Amir-Moezzi,
translated by Maria De Cillis and
Orkhan Mir-Kasimov

The Renaissance
of Shi‘i Islam

Facets of Thought and Practice

Edited by Farhad Daftary and
Janis Esots

Hb: 978-0-7556-5190-0
Pb: 978-0-7556-5191-7

2023, 390pp

A celebrated religious authority and

a foundational figure of Shi‘i Islam,
Muhammad ibn Ya'qab al-Kulaynt

(d. ca. 940 CE) set out doctrinal and legal
traditions derived from the Shi‘i Imams,
playing a leading role in the consolidation
of the Imami faith. His Sufficient Book
(Kitab al-KafT) is considered the first among
the four most important works on Shi'i
hadith; within it is the Book of the Proof (Kitab
al-Hujja), presented here. This volume is an
English translation of the award-winning
French translation and commentary

by Mohammad Ali Amir-Moezzi, whose
approach to the study of early Shi'i traditions
emphasises their esoteric aspects.

Online: 978-0-7556-4947-1
ePDF: 978-0-7556-4945-7
Hb: 978-0-7556-4943-3
Pb: 978-0-7556-4944-0

2022, 424pp

The renaissance of Shi‘i Islam began in
the 9th/15th century when the Ismailis
experienced the Anjudan revival and
Twelver Shi‘i traditions were also
renewed. It gained further strength
when the Safavids established a state
in the early 10th/16th century, making
Ithna ‘asharT Shi‘i Islam their official
religion. Various complexities and major
themes that characterised the Shi'i
renaissance are here freshly explored.



Patterns of Wisdom in
Safavid Iran

The Philosophical School of Isfahan
and the Gnostic of Shiraz

Janis Esots

ePDF: 978-0-7556-4492-6
Ebook: 978-0-7556-4493-3
Hb: 978-0-7556-4490-2
Pb: 978-0-7556-4491-9

2021, 265pp

The intellectual richness of 17th-century
Safavid Iran is epitomised by the
philosophical school of Isfahan identified
in 1956 by Henry Corbin. He noted the
unifying Islamic Neoplatonist character
of some twenty thinkers and spiritual
figures, including its ostensible founder,
Mir Damad (d. 1040/1631), his student
Mulla Sadra (aka Sadr al-Din Shirazi, d.
1045/1635-1636) and Rajab ‘AlT Tabriz1
(d. 1080/1669-1670). In this highly
original work, Janis Esots delves into
the complex philosophies of these
three major Shi‘i figures.

Shi‘i Islam and Sufism

Classical Views and Modern
Perspectives

Edited by Denis Hermann and
Mathieu Terrier

ePDF: 978-0-7556-0229-2
Ebook: 978-0-7556-0230-8
Hb: 978-0-7556-0227-8
Pb: 978-0-7556-0231-5

2020, 392pp

Offering new perspectives on the
relationship between Shi‘is and Sufis, this
book questions any supposed opposition
between these two esoteric traditions in
Islam by exploring what could be called
Shi‘i Sufism and Sufi-oriented Shi‘ism.
The papers collected here span a broad
geographical area, including the Indian
subcontinent and Anatolia as well as Iran,
and a period stretching from the early
post-Mongol centuries, throughout the
entire Safavid era (906-1134/1501-1722)
and beyond. They are concerned not only
with the sphere of the religious scholars,
but also with different strata of society.



Intellectual Interactions
in the Islamic World

The Ismaili Thread

Edited by Orkhan Mir-Kasimov

Salvation and Destiny in Islam
The Shi‘i Ismaili Perspective
of Hamid al-Din al-Kirmani

Translated and with commentaries
by Maria De Cillis, original author
Hamid al-Din al-Kirmant

ePDF: 978-1-83860-486-8
Ebook: 978-1-83860-487-5
Hb: 978-1-83860-485-1
Pb: 978-1-83860-488-2

2019, 528pp

The groups that make up Islamic
civilisation are diverse and varied,

yet, while scholarship has analysed
many branches of Islam in isolation,

the exchanges and mutual influences
between them have not been sufficiently
recognised. Based on primary sources,
this book traces the interactions
between Ismaili intellectual thought and
the philosophies of other Islamic groups
to reveal the complex and interwoven
nature of Islamic civilisation, shedding
new light on the close relationships that
different Islamic groups and movements
have enjoyed throughout the centuries.

Online: 978-1-78831-994-2
ePDF: 978-1-78673-550-8
Ebook: 978-1-78672-550-9
Hb: 978-1-78831-493-0

2018, 320pp

Medieval Islamic philosophers were
occupied with questions of cosmology,
predestination and salvation and
human responsibility for actions. For
Ismailis, the related notions of religious
leadership and the eschatological role
of the prophets and imams were equally
central. Hamid al-D1n al-Kirmant (d. after
411/1020) was one of the most important
theologians in the Fatimid period,
renowned for blending the Neoplatonic
philosophical heritage with Ismaili
religious tradition. Maria De Cillis offers
new insights into al-Kirmant's writings.




Controversies in
Formative Shi‘i Islam

The Ghulat Muslims and Their Beliefs

Mushegh Asatryan

Words of Power

Hurafi Teachings between Shi‘ism
and Sufism in Medieval Islam

Orkhan Mir-Kasimov

ePDF: 978-1-78673-202-6
Ebook: 978-1-78672-202-7
Hb: 978-1-78453-895-8

2016, 226pp

Among the Muslim communities
articulating their doctrinal positions

in the early Islamic centuries, one in
particular was known derisively as the
Ghulat (‘extremists’). This was owing to
their specific interpretation of Shi‘i Islam,
which included divinisation of their Imams,
and controversial religious ideas, such

as the transmigration of souls. Active
inIraqin the 8th and 9th centuries, the
Ghulat developed a complex worldview
and produced a rich religious literature.
Mushegh Asatryan uses newly recovered
primary texts to examine the development
of the Ghulat writings, offering insight into
the formation of an early religious tradition
as well as the nature of the community

in which these texts were produced.

Online: 978-0-85773-849-3
ePDF: 978-0-7556-1325-0
Hb: 978-1-78453-153-9

2015, 608pp

The Jawidan-nama-yi kabir (Great Book
of Eternity) was the magnum opus of
Fadl Allah Astarabadr (d. 796/1394)

and provided the basis of the mystical
HurGft movement. It illuminates the
contemporary reconfiguration of
religious and political authority along
messianic and charismatic lines that
took place in the Islamic East, which
arguably contributed to the rise and
consolidation of the Ottoman, Safavid
and Mughal dynasties. Orkhan Mir-
Kasimov summarises Fadl Allah's
biography, charts the history of the
Huraft movement, contextualises the
Jawidan-ndma within Islamic intellectual
history, and considers its lasting impact
in the Muslim world.



The Study of Shi‘i Islam
History, Theology and Law

Edited by Farhad Daftary and
Gurdofarid Miskinzoda

A History of Shi‘i Islam
Farhad Daftary

Online: 978-0-7556-0820-1
ePDF: 978-0-85772-338-3
Ebook: 978-0-85773-529-4
Hb: 978-1-78076-506-8

2014, 640pp

Shi‘i Islam, with its rich history, has played a
crucial role in the evolution of Islam as both
a major world religion and a civilisation.
The achievements of Shi‘i theologians,
philosophers and others are testament

to the spiritual and intellectual wealth

of this community. Each topical section
begins with an introduction contextualising
relevant aspects of studying Shi‘i Islam,
before going on to address topics such as
the state of the field, methodology and
tools, and the primary issues with which
contemporary scholars of Shi‘i studies are
dealing. The scope and depth here covered
makes this book of especial interest to
researchers and students alike within the
field of Islamic studies.

Online: 978-0-7556-0866-9
ePDF: 978-0-7556-1315-1
Hb: 978-1-78076-841-0

2013, 336pp

Shi‘i Muslims have played a crucial role in
furthering the civilisational achievements
of Islam, making seminal contributions
to Islamic thought and culture. The
present book draws on the scattered
findings of modern scholarship in the
field of Shi‘i studies, attempting to
explain the formative era of Shi‘i Islam,
when a multitude of Muslim groups

and schools of thought were elaborating
their doctrinal positions. Subsequent
chapters are devoted to the history of
the Ithna‘asharis (Twelvers), Ismailis,
Zaydis and Nusayris (now more
commonly known in Syria as Alawis),

the four communities that account for
almost the entirety of the Shi‘i Muslim
population of the world.



Most titles in Shi‘i Heritage
Series are available open
access (OA). OA publishing
is underpinned by the
ethical principle that
knowledge and research
should be available to as
many people as possible,
and that this brings its own
manifold benefits. First

Islamic Traditions

., - =, and foremost, for readers
in 'Greater Khurasan it means that anyone with
Ismailis and Sufis an internet connection

can freely access research
and scholarship that is not
behind a paywall. It helps
scholars to achieve greater
impact as recognised
through higher citations.

Edited by Dagikhudo Dagiev

This volume explores the Khurasanian
roots of Islamic intellectual traditions

by focusing on the doctrinal, ritual,
philosophical and theological aspects
that emerged from this region and have
influenced how Islam further developed
and flourished. It also investigates the
dominant Sunni traditions and those of
major Shi‘i groups such as the Twelver
Shi‘a and the Ismailis. In addition, the
volume covers other religious movements
which have had historical or doctrinal
affiliation with Shi‘i and Sunni Muslims,
including various Sufi movements such

as the Nagshbandiyya, the Qadiriyya, the
Chishtiyya, and the Ni‘matullahiyya, which
are still active today and have differing
historical origins.



The Institute of Ismaili Studies

The Institute of Ismaili Studies, established in 1977, has an extensive
programme of multilingual and interdisciplinary research and
publications, dating back to 1983. Informed by rigorous scholarly
research, we endeavour to make available texts relating to Islam and
Muslim communities in their historical and contemporary contexts. Our
focus is on Ismaili and related Shi‘i studies, Qurianic studies, and also
Islam’s diverse devotional, literary, intellectual, artistic, and esoteric
traditions. Many of these publications highlight the relationship of faith
and practice to broader dimensions of society, culture, and modern life.

I1IS publications take the form of monographs; critical editions and
translations of significant primary or secondary texts; edited volumes
and conference proceedings; reference works such as bibliographies,
manuscript catalogues, and encyclopaedias; occasional papers and
essays; and scholarly non-fiction works aimed at lay audiences.

Authors of the Institute’s publications hail from various parts of the
world and express a range of views and ideas, which are not necessarily
those of the Institute itself.

A full list of the publications of the Institute of Ismaili Studies can be
found on our website at www.iis.ac.uk.
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